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OSEPHINE Burnshad alwa  ysyearned

tolivebythe seabuthesita tedtomak e

plansasshedidn 'twanttomovea way

from Edinburgh. So a V ictorian ter -
raced house on the Esplanade a t Joppa pre -
sented the per fect solution. A s well as the
dramatic, e ver-changing seavie ws fr amed by
the dis tant F ife coastline there were walks
along the sandy beach. T he only thing she
wantedtochang ewasthe compac tgardenin
front of the house.

“I twas a con ventional garden with a lot of
elderly roses surrounded by gr  avel,” she says.
“l k epttr ying to maintain the gr  avel tok eep
it looking nice but | found it was a lot of work
keeping it clean. " Af ter learning tha tthe pre -
vious owner usedtowash and sie  vethe gr av-
elannually ,Jokne witwastimeforare think.

0c

The makover d a bachfont homis qarden vent
so vell tha the neighbosithied the designesd

She knew she wanted to k eep the elegant
Tamarisk tree, T amarix r amosissima ‘P ink
Cascade€, a native of warmer clima tes which
stands a tthe foot of the garden, and shekne ~ w
she wanted to e xperiment with gr asses. I
didn 't want to ¢ ut out the people walking
along the esplanade in front of the house but
Ididwantabitofscreening  ,’she says, adding
that in the morning the front garden, fur -
nished with a round table and chairs, isa sun
trapandthe per fectplace forbreakfas t.“ There
is no-one onthe beacha ttha ttime so it feels
very priv ate.”

After strug gling on her own with a fe ~w
ideas she recruited garden designer P aul
Church, whose reputa tion for s tylish and
skilled designs has been growing apace in
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Paul Chwh
designed the
beet-shaped bed
with Bmarisk tee
for Jeephine
Burns, oppsite;
and Maria
Hougman and
Mike Rittersoris
paved and dedd
back guden with
raised beds, abhe
and lef

recentyears.“ltold P aulldidn 'tknowwhere
tostart,” Josephine recalls, laughing .“H e sug-
gested we clearthe space. "T hisre vealedanele -
gant rec tangular outline enclosed by low
rounded s tone walls edg ed with narrow beds
—anoutlinewor thre taining and emphasising

With J osephine in volved e very step of the
way, Paul cr afted adesigntha tmadethemos t
of the nautical se tting . Using natur al and
recycled ma terials as far as possible, he laid out
a centr al boa t-shaped bed centred round the
Tamarisktree. N ow the main focal point of the
garden, the bedwas se twithinas trikingpa th
of soft green sla te, a colour tha t echoes the
colour of the sea. Besides beinga ttr active, the
slateisalsopr actical.“l t'ssoeasytomaintain, ”
Josephine sa ys. “Just a quick hose down is all
that’s needed.”

The nautical theme was reinforced by intro -
ducingridg eddeckingtothes traightpa ththa t
leads to the front door and ¢ ur ves round the
front of the house lik e the crest of a wa ve.
Josephine, who thoroughly enjoyed the cre -
ative cons truc tion process, recalls tha t she
stood over P aulwhile the boa  t-shaped bed was
being built to “mak e sure we g ot the c urves
exactly right "

By the time it came to the planting ,
Josephine, a self-confessed “beginner gar -
dener ", had beenin the house for long enough
toknowtha tonlytoughcoas tal plants would
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“Trying to kep the
feel of theayden

warm and not too
dark was a faar

survive the f ierce winter conditions. Flower -
ing e vergreen shrubs, suchasV iburnumtinus,
Escallonia and Ceanothus, complemented
Sedum ‘AutumnJ oy’ and la vender, filling the
lowerbedontheedg eofthegarden. Whenthe y
grow taller , the shrubs will e ventually be
clipped into wa ve-lik e shapes. Accents of
colour come from s tylish containers f illed
with crocosmia and other bedding plants,
according to the season.

While the work was taking place,ne  xt-door
neighbours M ik e Pattersonand M ariaH ouse-
man lik ed whatthe y saw and commissioned
Paul to design their back garden. A s parents
ofat wo-year-old sontheirbrie  fwas some what
dif ferent.

Paule xplains:“ The brie fwasto crea teacon -
tempor ary, clean-looking space tha tcould be
used by the family as an e xtension from the
recently comple ted kitchen space. ”

The garden, he adds, wasinapoors tate, with
ahalf-builtdeck edareaandbareear th.T here
was also asmall outbuildingtha  twasin need
of repair . Mike, a water spor ts fana tic who
enjoys windsur fing af ter work and a t week -
ends, also specif ied tha t he wanted the e xist-
ing outbuilding e xtended and re-roofed so it
could be used for s toring wa ter spor ts gear.

Paul came up with a simple design tha t
allowed plent yof spaceforalimes tone-pa ved
seating and pla ying area, fr amed withr aised
beds set agains t a wooden fence. U nder-seat
stor age was incorpor atedintother aised beds.

“The layout of the garden and the s truc ture
and balance wasimpor  tant, so | spentsometime
making surethe propor  tions ofthe outbuilding
seatingandr aised plantersf it ted wellinto the
small space. T ryingto k eepthe feelofthegar -
denwarmandnottoos tarkwasafac tor”

The use of larch timber in the sea  ting and
alsointhe outbuildingdoorsandga  te helped
soften the feel of the garden, and this was
emphasised with the choice ofasof  tpala te of
painttonesonther aisedbeds."“ Thetr aditional
brick workusedtoe xtend the outbuilding and
retainedinthe gardenwork  edwellagains tthe
cleaner lines of the cons  truc tion, ” says Paul.

The planting re flected the need for low
maintenance and had to f it the fresh, con -
tempor ary feel of the garden. P aul sought to
introduce g ood colour andte xture combina -
tions, while sof teningthe hards truc ture lines.
“Bamboos and gr asses were used to k eep
struc ture and provide all-round colour . Wealso
used white flowering Con  volvulus cneorum,
Hebes, Cordyline aus tralis, the black gr ass,
Schismus ar abic us and one of m y favourites,
the half s tandard Photinia ‘Red Robin "

Both owners hope to redesign the other
halves of the gardens in the not too dis  tant
future. W atch this space.

Paul Chuth Gaten Design & Comstion, @31-49
7997 07815 900 &8, wwwehuchlandsapeso.uk
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